Lecal eaunci name: Brasted Parish Council

Notice of appointment of date for the exercise of public rights
Accounts for the year ended 31* March 2025

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, and
The Accounts and Auwdit (England) Regulations 2015 (31 234)

1.  Date of announcermanl 13 Juna 2025 {a} {a) Insart date of placing of this
notice on your website.

2. Any person imerested has the right o inspect and make copies of the
accounis to be audited and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, wouchers and
receipts relating to them. For the year ended 31 March 2025 these
documents will be avadable on reascnable notice on application to:

(b} Insert name, position and
(b) A& Hansan, Parsh Clerk & RFG, PO Box 576, Sevenoaks TH13 SRT e: contact details of tha Clerk
clerki@brastedpe.org.uk, tel; 01732 455374 or other person to whom
any person may apply o
inspect the accounts,

commencing on (c) Monday 16 June 2025

and endang on (d) Friday 25 July 2025 fc yAnd

{d)The inspection period must
be 30 working days in jotal
and comrence no Eer than 1
July 2025.

3, Local Government Eleciors and thesr representatives also have:
s i oppodunity 1o guestion the auditer about the accounts; and

+ {he right lo make objections o the accounts or any item in them.
Whitten notice of an objection must first be gven to the auddor and 2

copy send fo the Authority (1),

The audilor can be conlacted al the address in paragraph 4 below for this
purpose during the inspection pariod at 2 above

4,  The auditor's limiled assurance review is being conducted under the
provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Acoounts
and Audit (England) Regulations 3015 and the Malional Audit Office’ Code
of Sudit Practice. Your review is being carried oul by:

Forvis Mazars LLP, The Comer, Bank Chambers, 26 Maosley Sirest,
Mewcasile upon Tyne, NE1 10F

Email; local councilsfBmarans. co.uk

5, This announcement is made by () A Hanson (Clerk & RFO) (=) :}”ﬂ “‘-“"""; and T;m

Ficlice




Councils’ Accounts: A Summary of Public Rights

The basic position

By law, any interested person has the right to inspect a council's/meeting's accounts. If you are entitled and
registered to vote in local council elections then you (or your representative) have additional rights to ask the
appointed auditor questions about the Council's accounts or object to an item of account contained within them,

The right to ingpect the accounts

When your council has finalised its accounts for the previous financial year it must advertise that they are available
for pecple to inspect. Having given the Council reasonable notice of your intentions, you then have 30 working
days Io look through the accounting statements in the Annual Return and any supporting documents. By
arrangement, you will be able to inspect and make copies of the accounts and the relevant documenis. You may
have to pay a copying charge.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounts

You can only ask the appointed auditor questions about the accounts. The auditor does not have to answer
guestions about the council's paolicies, finances, procedures or anything else not related to the accounts. Your
questions must ba about the accounts for the financial year just ended. The auditor does not have (o say whether
they think something the Council has done, or an iem in its accounts, is lawful or reasonable

The right to cbject to the accounts

If you think that the council has spent money that it should not have, or that somegne has caused a loss (o the
council deliberately or by behaving irresponsibly, you can request the auditor to apply to the counts for 8 declaration
that an item of account is contrary to law. You do this by sending a formal ‘nolice of objection” to the auditor at the
address below, The notice must ba in writing and copied to the council. In it, you must tell the auditor winy you
are objecting and what you want the auditor to do about it. The auditor must reach a decision on your objection. If
you are not happy with that decision, you can appeal to the courts.

Y'ou may also object if you think that there is something in the accounts that the auditor should discuss with the
Council or tell the public about in 8 ‘public interest report’. You must follow the same procedure as outlined in the
previous paragraph. The auditor must then decide whether o take any action. The auditor does not have to, but
usually will, give reasons for histher decision and you cannot appeal to the courts. More information is available on
the Mational Audit Office website (see contact details below).

You may nol use this “right to object’ to make a parsonal complaint or claim against your council. You should take
such complaints to your local Citizens' Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or your solicitor. You may also be able to
approach the Standards Committee af your local principal authority if you believe that a member of the council has
broken the Code of Conduct for Members.

What else you can do

Instead of objecting, you can give the auditor information that is relevant to his/her responsibilities. For exampie,
you can simply tedl the awditor if you think that something is wrong with the accounts or about waste and
inefficiency in the way the Council runs is services. You should make it clear that you are providing information
rather than making a formal objection. You do not have fo follow any set time limits or procedures. The auditor
does not have o give you a detailed report of any subsequent investigation, but will usually tell you the outcome.



A final word

Councils, and so local taxpayers, must meet the costs of dealing with questions and objections. In deciding
whether to take your objection forward, cne of a series of factors the auditor must take into account is the cost that
will be involved. The auditor will only continue with the objection if it is in the public interest to do so, If you appeal
to the courts, you might have to pay for the action yourseif.

Who should you contact?
For more detailed guidance on eleciors’ rights and the If you wish to confact your Council’s appainted
special powers of auditors, copies of the publication external auditor please write 1o

Council Accounts — a guide o your rights are available
by caliing the National Audit Office on 020 7798 7000 or
downloading from the website hitps:{'www.nao.org.uk!

Gavin Barker, Engagement Lead, Forvis Mazars
LLP, lecal.councilsiimazars.co.uk




Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25

BRASTED PARISH COUNCIL

www. brastedpc.org.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2025, this authority's internal awditor acting indepandently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, camied out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in cperaticn and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority,

The internal audit for 2024/25 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
Cin the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the intermal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
aut below are the objactives of intemal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
snificant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
iz meet the needs of this authority,

Internal control objective

A. Appropriate Beoounting records have been propety kept throughout the financial yedr,

B. This authority complied with its financial reguiations, payments were suppoed by invoices, all
expendiure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assassed the significant risks lo achigving fs objecives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangemeants 1o manage thege,

0. The precept or raies requirement resulied from an adeguade budgetary process, progress against
the budget was regularly monflored, and reserves were approprate,

E. Expected Income was fully recerved, besed on comect prices, proparly recorded and promptiy
canked; and VAT was appropriaiely accounied for,

F. Patty cash payments wene propedy supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved v,-’ &
and VAT approprately accounted for. N

. Salaries b employess and allowances o members were paid in socondance with this suthority’s
apprawvals, and PAYE and NI requiremeants were propearty applied.

H. Aszet and imeestments registers were complete and accurate and properdy maintained.

1. Periodic bank account reconciEations were properly carmed out duning the year.

J. Aocounting stabements prepaned during e year were prepared on the comect accounting basis (raceipts

and payments of income and expenditura), agreed to the cash book, supportad by an adequate audit
Sraul from undesdying reconds and whene appropriste debdors and creditors were propery reconded,

K. H the authorty cenified ilsell a5 exempt from a mited assuranca reviens in 202324, it mat tha
exemption criteria and comecily dedlared itsalf ecvampt. (1 the authonty Sad & frmiled assurancs v"’u '}&
review of is 202324 AGAR tick “nol cowerred) ]

L. The aulthanty published the requined information on a8 websitehwebpage up to date at the time of tha
intemal auds in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the autharity comectly provided for a peniod for the exercige of
public rnighls as requaned by the Actounts and Audil Regulatons (o e 2004-25 AZAR padiad,
wars plblie mghils & redaiion to the 2023-24 AGAR avidenced by a notice on the website andior
autholy appowved minutes confimming the deles sai)

B. The authority has complied with the pubcation reguiramenis for 202324 AGAR
(zaa AGAR Page 1 Guwidance Noles),

. (For local councils andy)
Trusd funds {including charitable) = The councll mel is responsibslities &2 a trusiee,

For any otiher sk areas identifed by s authonty adequate controls existed (st any offver nsk areas on separale sheets if needed),
Dateds) intermal audit undertaken Mame of person who carmied out the intemal sudit

1] 08 f2e2 ¢ HELeN SYuwiomns

Signature of person wiho
R INGRRD _ aofosfacas

*If the response is ‘'no’ please state the iImplications and action being taken to address any weakness in control
identified (add separate sheats if needed).

**MNobe: If the response is ot covered’ please state when the most recent infernal audd work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; or, if coverage is not reguired, the annual inermal audil report must explain winy nol (add separale sheets If neaded),
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

BRASTED PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemnal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

1. Wiz have put in place armangements for efectve financial
managament during the year, ard for the prepanation of
e accounting stabements.

prapared (T3 eooourding stalemants I sooondanog
wilfy dhe Accoumds and Al Reguiabons.

Z. We maintained an acequale sysiem of imemal control
inchuding messures desigred ko preant and dedact Saud
and comaplion and rvinwed s offeciivensss.

for safeguanding the putlic manay and resourcas in
i3 cFIArge,

3. 'Wa ook all reasonable 336D 10 G55UNE LTSRS
thiad thesre are ne matiers of acheal or polentsl
non-compliange with laws, regulabcns and Proper
Practices ihel could have & significani inancial eftact
o fha ability of this puthority to conduct its
business of Manage i3 Bnanes,

hars only done what § hod the legal power fo 0o and has
compiad with Propar Practices in dofng sou

4, W provided proper opporiunity during the yaar lor
e eaerciss of alectors’ rghls in accordance wilh the
requiremants of the Accounts and Audil Regulations.

duving the year pmer a¥l pereons inforested the oppadunty io
irnspect and 83K uestions shoud Vs lfont) s aecoumnia

5. o carried out an assessment of the risks facing ks
auhority ard 10k sppeoprinto steps ta manage thosa
risks, inchading the infrodwction of intesmal contreols andfor
exiemal nsurange cover whene required,

consdened and docomenied fae fimancial and alfier risks d
Faces amd Jeall with tham Dropans

B. ‘Wi maintained throughout the year an adecuate and
aflecive system of inlemsal audi of the accounting
reconds and coniral systems.

aranged far 8 compalant parson, indapendarnt of the financial
controls and procoduras, fo give an alyjecive wew an wialiher
irerna controds meed e meoos of this smader suthanty,

7. Wo tock appropriain action on all matiers raissd
I repearts from irternal and extemal pedil.

responded fo matters brouglyd o ds affention by lerns and
ascleyrea) Sl

B. We considered whether amy lifigalion, kabslites or
corrmitrments, ewanls o Bansactions, coouming eithest
during or alber ihe year-end, have a financial impact on
this autharity and, where appropriate, have included hem
in the pocouning stalements

0. [For iocal counscls. cnly ) Trust hnds induding
charilabis. In our CApacity a8 tha sola manageg
trusies we dischanged our acoourdabsdity
responsbiities for the fund(s)iassals, induding
financial reporting and, il reguired, Bdependeni
EEAPNINABON OF SuckE

Vi
v
v/
v
Vi
i
S

dizchazed sverydivng i should have abouwt A5 huorness sciivily
diwing e yeay including evemnis falng piece after e yoor
wrned i raalsvval.

fras mal & of its responsibilies whore, as o body
corporals, £ is 8 sole managing brusles of & local
trwst or stz

<

*Please provide explanations fo the external auditor on a separate sheet for each "No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Govermance Statement was approved at a
migating of the authonly an:

q (6 | 2028

and recorded as minule reference:
Iﬂ-ﬂ i ) j

www. brastedpc.org.uk

Annual Governance and Accountabdlity Return 202425 Ifﬁnﬁ 3'

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting whers
approval was ghien:

o I
T

Clark
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

BRASTED PARISH COUNCIL

1. Balances brought Tofal balances amd resenias af the baginming of e yaar

forward 69,288 76,684 as recovded v the financial records. Value must agree to
Box T of previous year.

Z. (+) Precapt or Rates and Total amount of precepd (or for [DBS rafes and levies)
Larvies 39,817 38 817 | received or receivabie in the year. Exclude any grants

recahaad,

3. (+) Totsl other receipls Tolal incore or I'ﬂl.‘ﬁ'iiﬂ?ﬂ:i fﬂﬂ:_ﬂi&ﬂ'ﬂﬂ thér cashboon IBss

29 107 38,543 | the precapt or ratesdavies received (Mne 2). Include any
grants recehed,

4, {=) Staf costs Total expendiure or paymens made to and on bahall

16.428 16.546 of all employees. Include grozs salanes and wages,
t : amployers N comnbubons, enmmpoyss pansion
conifbutions, graiuiiies and severance payments.

E. (=} Loan interesticapital Tolal expendifure or papmenis of caplal and inferest
repayments 0 0| made during the year on the auwihorily's borrowings (I any),

&, (=) Al other payments Toral expendiiure oF payments 85 ecovded i the cash-

45100 64,948 book less slaff costs {line 4) and loan intereslcapital
rapayments [line 5).

7. (=) Balances camad Tolal balwnces and resanses af the end of the yoar. Must
farward 76,684 72,551 | aqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+8).

B, Tatal value of cash and The sum af alf current and depasl bank secounfs, cash
short term investmants 76,684 72 B51| holings and short term iwvestments held ag at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliafion.

g. Total fixed assets plus The valwe of all the propenty he authonly owns = il 5 mada
lang term investments 563,142 576,625| up of all ifts xed assals and lomg ferm invesiments &5 at
and assels 31 March.

10, Toba borrowings The oulstanding capifal balance as af 31 March of sV loans

0 'Jl from third parties (including PWLE).

For Local Councils Only

{1a. Disclosura note e Trust funds
{including charitaida)

11b. Disclozwre nole re Tinest funds
(including charitabie)

The Councid, az a body corparale, acts as sole irusies and
s responsible for managing Tuesl funds or assels

The figures in the accounting slatements above
exciude any Trusd iransactions.

| cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govemnance and Accountability
Raburm have been prepamd on either a recalpts and payments
or income and expendiure bass following the guidance in
Govemnance and Accourdabdily for Smaller Authorities = a
FPraciitioners’ Guide to Propar Practices and presan! fairly
the financial positien of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

i

86 [2028

Date

| carfirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date

/6 [2025

ab recorded n minute referencs:

lo.2.2

Signed by Chair of the meeting whare tha Accounting
Statemants wera approved

e

Annual Govermance and A:::n::umah‘utf Retum 2024/25 Form 3
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